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SUB J : US-MEXICO CONVENTION FOR RETURN AND RECOVERY OF STOLEN 
AUTOMOBILES AND AIRCRAFT 

1 . CCS CHIEF DANIELS AND PROPERTY CLAIMS OFFICER HUDSON CALLED 
ON AMBASSADOR ALFONSO ROSENZWEIG-DIAZ, JURIDICAL 
CONSULTANT TO SECRETARIAT OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, ON 

AUGUST 4 TO DISCUSS CONVENTION AND WAYS OF MAKING IT 
OPERATE MORE EFFECTIVELY. AS EXAMPLES OF PROBLEMS INVOLVED, 
THEY CITED FACTS THAT SOME OF 19 CURRENTLY PENDING AIRCRAFT 
CASES DATED FROM 1974 AND OF 40 AUTOMOBILE CASES, SOME DATED 
FROM 1973, AND THAT EMBASSY REQUESTS FOR STATUS REPORTS IN 
MOST CASES PRODUCED ONLY THE INFORMATION THAT THE SECRETARIAT 
HAD FORWARDED THE DOCUMENTS TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. THEY 
ALSO MENTIONED RECENT CASE WHERE EMBASSY'S DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
TRANSMITTING CONVENTION CLAIM IN MID-MARCH WAS NOT ACTED 
UPON BY SECRETARIAT UNTIL AUGUST 1, AND THEN ONLY AFTER 
FOUR WEEKS OF ALMOST DAILY TELEPHONE CALLS AND A VISIT 
BY THE OWNER INVOLVED, ACCOMPANIED BY CONSUL HUDSON, 

TO THE SECRETARIAT. 

2. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, ROSENZWEIG ASKED FOR AND WAS 
GIVEN A LIST OF PENDING CASES, AND AGREED TO LOOK INTO 
MATTER. DURING THE CONVERSATION, HE REITERATED THE 
FAMILIAR REFRAIN THAT THE CONVENTION WAS OUT OF DATE 

AND STATED THAT GOM CONSIDERED THAT A NEW CONVENTION WAS 
REQUIRED TO MEET CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES, THAT IS, THE 
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SMUGGLING AND NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING, AND THE FAILURE OF 
THE EXISTING CONVENTION TO REQUIRE PROOF OF NON-INVOLVEMENT 
OF THE CLAIMANT OWNERS. HE SAID THAT HE HIMSELF HAD JUST 
BEGUN TO STUDY MATTER AND THAT IT WAS STILL IN PLANNING 
STAGE. BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT MEXICAN 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES INTERESTED, AND THEIR VARYING VIEWPOINTS, 
MEXICO WOULD PROBABLY NOT MAKE ANY CONCRETE PROPOSALS FOR 
A NEW CONVENTION THIS YEAR. CONOFFS TWICE REQUESTED AND 
RECEIVED ASSURANCES DURING THE COURSE OF THE CONVERSATION 
THAT THERE WOULD BE NO LET-UP IN ACTIVITY UNDER THE PRESENT 
CONVENTION UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE GOM DECIDED TO MAKE ITS 
PROPOSALS. 

3. DURING SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION OF A NON-CONVENTION CASE, 
ROSENZWEIGH MENTIONED THAT IF PROPERTY STOLEN IN THE UNITED 
STATES AND TRANSPORTED TO MEXICO WERE SUBSEQUENTLY 
PURCHASED IN GOOD FAITH BY A MEXICAN CITIZEN, THE 
PROPERTY WOULD PROBABLY NOT BE RETURNABLE UNDER THE 
CONVENTION OR OTHERWISE BECAUSE THE PURCHASER COULD 
OBTAIN AN AMPARO FROM A COURT PROHIBITING THE GOVERN- 
MENT FROM TAKING THE PROPERTY FROM HIM, IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE MEXICAN CONSTITUTION (PRESUMABLY ARTICLE XIV, 

WHICH PROVIDES, INTER ALIA, THAT NO ONE MAY BE DEPRIVED 
OF HIS PROPERTY WITHOUT, IN EFFECT, DUE PROCESS OF LAW). 

WHEN IT WAS POINTED OUT TO HIM THAT CONVENTION ITSELF WAS 
LAW, HE SAID THAT SUCH AN INTERPRETATION OF THE CONVENTION 
WOULD VIOLATE THE CONSTITUTION. HE WENT ON TO SAY THAT 
THE SPANISH LANGUAGE VERSION OF THE TITLE OF THE CONVEN- 
TION ITSELF WAS DEFECTIVE IN THAT IT SPOKE OF "CUALQUIER 
DELITO CONTRA LA PROPIEDAD" WHEN IN FACT NO SUCH CRIME 
EXISTED IN MEXICAN LAW, ONLY "DELITOS CONTRA EL PATRIMONIO 
PERSONAL". 
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